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Coming events
Th e go al is to have the e nti re comm un ity focused on
conserving energy and reducing costs in its homes, municipal
facilities, businesses, schools, churches, cars, trucks,-everything!
The model for this type of community wide effort was first
developed in New Berlin a few years ago. They showed a savings of
over $1 million over 5 years for their area.
By working with the SEDA-COG Resource Center for technical
assistance and information about energy rebates and incentives
that are available, Selinsgrove residents can benefit from the
experience and expertise being offered. One source for action is Act
129, which was passed in 2008 to allow power companies to
collect a fee on every users bill that is designed to give rebates to
customers who purchase more efficient products for energy
efficiency. A first step is an energy survey available through PPL
($50) that can help you identify what is most helpful for your home
or apartment. You can find out if your plans to purchase/improve
your home or business are eligible at pplelectric.com/e-power.
Working with this project $elinsgrove $aves Project will provide
residents of the Borough who qualify for rebates to cover the cost
of the survey and possibly some of the other expenses.
Simple and very effective measures are changing to LED light
bulbs, using weather stripping on your doors and windows, caulking
around windows and doors and if needed upgrading the insulation
in your home or apartment. Even if you are not in Selinsgrove you
have access to all of these options on your own. Do your part to
stop global warming and lower your energy use. T ogether w e can
a chie ve significant cost a nd energy sav ings.

There is an Energy Tracking Workshop April 9 & 23 from 10 am 11:30 am. This workshop is free for the community of Selinsgrove
to begin tracking their energy use as part of the $elinsgrove $aves
project. Participants will learn how to input their own energy usage!
data for all fuel sources and each graph provided in the electronic
version of the ERC Energy Tracker to understand their energy use.
Registration and info: contact Sam Berger (570)-998-4504 or
sberger@seda-cog.org .

April 9 & 23-Energy Tracking Workshop
Apfelbaum Hall
April 21- 6:30pm Union County Library
OTZ Pipeline/Power Plant committee
May 29- 7:30 pm Movie Merchants of
Doubt Documentary
at The Campus Theatre in Lewisburg.
Documentary
describing the power of advertising to
create doubt about science

Climate change: Is your opinion informed by
science? Take our quiz!

By Bryan Cronan, Staff writer August 27, 2014

Climate change has become a politicallycharged, divisive issue, but the underlying
science is relatively simple and has been
around for more than 150 years.
Do you know what causes global warming?
1. What is the most abundant greenhouse gas
in the atmosphere? Carbon Dioxide, Methane,
Water Vapor, Oxygen
This answer (water vapor) and 23 more questions
at:http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2014/0827/Cl
imate-change-Is-your-opinion-informed-by-scienceTake-our-quiz/Patterns

The Sunbury pipeline connects the Transco Transmission Line with the proposed power plant at
Hummel’s Wharf. The electricity generated will go to the Northeast states, while the pollution, problems
and about 12 jobs stay here. It involves 30-year contracts for gas production to keep the line flowing,
contributing significantly to greenhouse gas emissions and global warming. The Sierra Club, OTZ group,
in our area has a committee working on this pipeline and power plant concerns. If you want to be involved in this project,
you can contact Jack Miller for more information. jmiller1018@yahoo.com
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An o pe n le tte r to Ame rica's an gle rs
(Originally published in Hatch Magazine Used with permission)

We love to fish. We love it. Not in that juvenile, sloppy-wetkiss way that so many of us remember from high school, but
with an “I come alive with a fly rod in my hand” love that’s
grounded in maturity, appreciation and respect for our
angling traditions. We’ve been fishing for decades and there
are very few other activities that bring us so much joy or help
us connect to the natural world on such an elemental level.

Volume 4 Issue 2
Oh, and you say you’re concerned about climate change? Well, not
only are you a radical, but you’re a communist. You should go back to
Mother Russia, comrade, and take all your commie friends with you.
And that, sadly, is what we’re up against - that kind of hostile, kneejerk, reactionary crap, which paints sportsmen as radicals working to
undermine everything good and decent and pure about America.
Clean air is a luxury we can’t afford. Clean water is something we
should get from the private sector - but only, of course, after we’ve
paid for it. Public land should be sold off to stoke the engine of
economic growth. Fishing … well, fishing is probably okay, as long as it
doesn’t interfere with anything important, and as long as anglers don’t
try to protect America’s natural resources from aggressive
exploitation.
That’s the playbook. That’s the meme coming from our opponents.
But you know what? It’s bullshit.
That’s right, we call bullshit. Because we aren’t radicals. And we’re
getting tired of all these morally-bereft, intellectually-challenged,
“greed is good” free market fundamentalists painting us as the exact
opposite - the exact opposite - of what we really are.

Sunset on the Yellowstone River (photo: Tim Saunders).
Unfortunately, those of us who love to fish, and who see the
necessity for protecting our landscapes and waterways, are
coming under attack. It turns out - and no, we’re not making
this up - that we are “radicals.” As Ty Hansen pointed out in a
recent Hatch Magazine piece, the energy and resource
extraction industries are targeting hunters and anglers. Those
of us who support conservation are being portrayed as
extremists and radicals.
So what is a radical? Seriously, what does it mean? Is
protecting our favorite trout stream a radical act? What about
defending an Alaskan salmon river from a mining company?
Or how about passing on a healthy natural world to our kids
and grandkids? Because those of us who want to share clean
water, clean air and healthy landscapes with future
generations are being ridiculed and marginalized. It’s almost
as if our love for the great outdoors is standing in the way of
“progress.”
Here’s something you should know. Most people don’t give a
damn whether we hold on to our fishing. They don’t care if
there are trout in our streams, or bass in our ponds, or
bonefish cruising our saltwater flats. We live in a culture
where growth, both physical and economic, trumps everything
else; where no tradition, no heritage, no single aspect of
American life is deemed so sacrosanct that it can’t, and
shouldn’t, be tied down and sacrificed on the fetid, bloodspecked altar of progress. It’s grow or die; it’s balls to the
wall; it’s greed is good. Nobody - not the President, not
Congress, not Wall Street - is willing to consider that
unfettered, unexamined growth might not be the best path
forward, or that we should steer the good ship America
toward a more sustainable, more balanced future.
Sadly, if you agree with us you’re just another radical. You
don’t want the Pebble Mine? You’re a radical. You don’t want
corporate farms to dump pesticides and herbicides and
fertilizers into our streams and rivers? You’re a radical. You
don’t want suburban sprawl to trash the landscapes you
loved when you were a kid? You’re a radical. You don’t want
oil and gas rigs to despoil your favorite section of National
Forest? You’re a radical. You want to keep our public lands in
public hands? You, dear friend, are a dyed-in-the-wool,
honest-to-goodness radical.
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We’re patriots. We love America. Our sporting roots run deep, and we
were raised to appreciate our outdoor heritage. We want - and this is
the crux of it; this is vital - to hold on to the things that make our
country great; to share them with our families, and our friends, and
with generations still to come. We want our kids to have access to the
same incredible fishing we’ve enjoyed, and if we’re lucky enough to
have grandkids, we want them to grow up in a country that still revels
in the outdoors and that still shares in the sweet, ripe fruits of
freedom. America is the best country in the world for anglers because
we’ve fought, time and again, for clean water and clean air and
healthy landscapes. We’ve fought to give our kids and grandkids a
shot at a decent future. What could be more noble, or more honest, or
more ethical?
The real radicals are the people who put profits above everything else,
who can’t wait to carve muscle from bone as this great American
experiment in self-governance slowly collapses under the weight of
their greed and ignorance. The real radicals are the rapacious
profiteers who hate public lands and public waters because our
landscapes are protected, at least partially, from their insane “profit at
all cost” mentality. They’re the folks who, without a second thought hell, without an initial thought - are willing to sacrifice their children
and grandchildren to the cannibalistic gods of free market
fundamentalism.
Enough. We have literally had enough. We’re sick of liars and
sociopaths pointing at us and yelling “Radicals!” We’re tired of hired
guns sitting down at their keyboards and smearing good organizations
like Trout Unlimited and Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and the
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership. We refuse to sit silently
on the sidelines while America-haters wear our flag - while they
literally wrap themselves in Old Glory - to camouflage their true
intentions.
So we have a message for all the haters who are attacking sportsmen.
It’s a simple message, but it’s heartfelt.
We love America. We love our landscapes, and our sporting traditions,
and our rich outdoors culture, and our fisheries, and we’re willing to
fight for it; for all of it, for every last inch, for every river and stream
and forest and meadow, for every kid who dreams of trout or salmon
or bass or bluegills or tarpon. Greed will not triumph. Flat-earth idiocy
will not reign supreme. Our fisheries will not fall prey to snake oil
salesmen and crooked politicians. Not on our watch.
Signed,
Todd Tanner, Ted Williams, Tom Davis, Tim Romano, Mike
Sepelak, Chris Hunt, SteveZakur, Chad Shmukler
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River town Symposium: News From the River- Highlights
LO NG T ERM VIEW : Global Warming is real and is measured in various ways.

Essentially it is like the world (our Globe) is getting a fever. If our bodies get a fever we are OK
if it is minor. If it goes up 5 degrees we are in the hospital. Same with the globe.
To keep the global temperature from exceeding a rise of 2
degrees, countries from all over the world have made
agreements to lower their emissions and increase the development of renewable
energy. The U.S. and China have recently joined this effort.
Prof. Kathy Straub emphasized if we continue as
we are - business as usual, we will rapidly exceed
the 2 degree goal (red area on the graph). These
are the reasons that we need to cut back on our use of fossil fuels. This is the
reason that opening a gas powered plant that will burn fossil fuel, and require
more fracking to fill the 30-year contracts, will not help our globe. Our climate
and weather patterns will continue to be extreme and continue to affect lives
from the resulting floods, droughts, storms and the damage that comes from
each of them.
SHO RT T ERM VIEW : Deirdre Lally cited the DEP permit for the Hummels Wharf Plant, we can expect this new
plant to emit: Carb on M o n ox ide -Up to 11.22 lbs/hour (an Asphyxant) Su lfur D io xid e - Up to 17.4 lbs/hour
(Respiratory irritation, lung damage, aggravated heart disease, eye irritation,
chest tightness, shortness of breath, contributes to formation of acid rain, plant
and water damage) Pa rti cu late M atter - Up to 17.3 lbs/hour ( Cardiovascular
and respiratory disease, lung cancer, decreased lung function, nonfatal heart
attacks, asthma, bronchitis, heavy metal poisoning) Gre e nh o use G ase s 983,462 tons/year (Climate change is a social determinant of
health)In cre ase d ai r po ll uti on – (less access to safe drinking water, shelter
and sufficient food) Fo rmald e hyd e - 1.20 tons/year (Known carcinogen. Lung and nasopharyngeal cancer,
eye, nose, skin and throat irritation, respiratory symptoms, contributes to ozone-smog formation. While this may
be better than coal burning it is a long way from clean energy.
The average US citizen produces 19 tons of CO2/year. This plant would produce as much CO2/year
as 70,478 people -Source: Energy Justice Network
Pi pe li ne C on struc tion to feed this power plant and increased well pads
in Lycoming County to produce more
gas means more deforestation,
meaning fewer trees to hold the water
and run-off upstream from coming
downstream and possible flooding.
Ralph Kisberg noted Lycoming County has the usual problems associated
with drilling, extreme truck traffic, leaks in pond liners, VOC emissions,
methane bubbling up in streams in the area, noise from rigs and
compressor stations, and yet the drilling goes on…
Mike Grasso of the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership (SGP) gave
us some good news of ways SGP is protecting areas along the river
for recreational use, keeping a calendar of events for those who
enjoy the outdoors and reminding us of the value of being connected
with nature. The SGP holds a vision for a system-wide network of
vibrant River Towns, actively connected to the Susquehanna and
engaged with each other. Their program provides assistance to local
river towns that want to plan their community’s revitalization.
Me rch an ts of Doubt –May 29, 7:30 pm at the Campus Theatre in Lewisburg, a documentary that takes audiences on a satirically
comedic, yet illuminating ride into the heart of American spin. Filmmaker Robert Kenner lifts the curtain on a group of pundits for hire
who present themselves as scientific authorities yet have the aim of spreading maximum confusion about well studied threats.
Trailer at http://sonyclassics.com/merchantsofdoubt/ Join us and learn.
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Good News: K aise r

Pe rman e nte takes climate change as a health issue and has adopted a
sustainable energy policy with a target of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions 30% below 2008 levels by
2020. They have done much through energy conservation and distributed generation, but as they have new
facilities and equipment they need to find other avenues. They recently announced that it would purchase
enough renewable energy to meet half of its electricity consumption in California. Read more at
http://blog.rmi.org/blog_2015_4_1_kaiser_permanente_buys_153_mw_of_wind_and_solar_power
Wh ale s h e alth an d sa fe ty won a court victory over Navy training activities using sonar The sonar probes cause
deafness in the extremely sensitive ears of a whale. A deaf whale effectively is a dead whale. The organizations
suing the government demanded that the Navy develop better safeguards to protect
marine mammals from the navy’s sonar and explosives, such as declaring certain
areas off-limits when whales are feeding or mating. In response, the navy pointed out
that it had set aside a plot of sea—3.1 miles in length—near the Hawaiian coast to
protect humpback whales and contended that any additional restrictions would
hamper its operational ability. That argument is based on its claims that its exercises
need 2.7 million square nautical miles, an area larger than the continental United
States. There is more negotiation to be done. An excellent book on this topic is
War of the Whales: A True Story by Joshua Horwitz.

In the news: ! Illinois leads and other states considering a ban on microbeads, small plastics that
elude water treatment and transfer toxics to marine life and up the food chain to us.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/04/03/oregon-considers-microbeadban_n_6996832.html?ir=Green&ncid=newsltushpmg00000003

!Oklahoma breaks records with hundreds of earthquakes after fracking intensifies.
http://rt.com/usa/oklahoma-earthquake-record-fracking-961/
!Google and Solar City are joining to bring solar to the masses. http://theweek.com/articles/545077/googlebring-solar-power-masses

!Wind Power is becoming more accessible and realistic renewable.
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2015/03/12/wind-power-rise-could-supply-one-third-nationselectricity-2050-says-doe
!Distributed PV that aligns with traffic needs of power can help n ow to improve solar as a grid resource.

http://blog.rmi.org/blog_2015_03_31_how_to_deploy_solar_as_a_grid_resource
!In Ft. Collins Colorado they have voted to achieve 80 % greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and carbon
neutrality by 2050.This requires an innovative alliance with their utility company.
http://blog.rmi.org/blog_2015_03_25_utility_business_model_that_embraces_efficiency
CHECK Facebook.com/RivertownCoalition FOR REGULAR UPDATES AND INFORMATION
Many thanks to Scott the Printer at Inkspot Printing in Selinsgrove for his support!
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