Rivertown Coalition
FOR CLEAN AIR AND CLEAN WATER
Thanks to excellent speakers and vendors, the April 23,
2016 New Day Dawning Symposium on Renewable
Energy was a great success. Sixty-five people gathered to listen to Peter Jansson from Bucknell University,
Mark Utz from Water Furnace International and Tony
Engelke from Lenape Solar. Two other vendors showcased their services – S. J. Eaton Associates and Sun
Directed.

A Time of Transition
We hope you are enjoying the first burst of
winter and are ready for the 2016 holiday season. While the cold and dark can seem depressing, remember it is part of the normal cycle for our area and is actually a benefit for
trees and plants. As long as the ground is not
frozen hard, any precipitation will sink in and
help to make up for this year’s deficit.

Mr. Jansson gave an overview of global energy issues,
such as increased demand for electricity and climate
change, and then renewable energy progress and challenges. The cost of photovoltaic (PV) systems can almost match regular electricity in Pennsylvania (10¢/
kWhr). Mr. Utz described geothermal energy (groundsource heat pump) systems and several installations n
the area. S. J. Eaton is an area distributor for Water Furnace. Mr. Engelke and his colleagues covered how photovoltaic systems convert solar energy into electricity and
the systems they have installed for homes, businesses
and farms. All speakers concluded that while investing in
either geothermal or photovoltaic systems is not cheap,
the results are immediate on your electric bills and can be
recovered in 6 – 10 years.

We apologize for the delay in sending this
newsletter. There have been some changes
in the RTC leadership since April. Carol
Parowski who took on the challenge as President in 2013, has had to resign due to other
personal obligations. Carol’s enthusiasm and
dedication this year led to another successful
symposium and the thorough letter campaign
to SEDA-COG on the hazards of natural gas.
Rather than disband the group at this vital
time, it was decided to continue with Gloria
Fultz as President. We hope to recruit some
new people to the Board and we look forward
to working with everyone on the RTC mission.

Please send Carol a message of thanks for
her service. Email: carolparowski@verizon.net
Here are her thoughts on what RTC has
meant to her.
————————————————————————————-

On the following Saturday, a small group of attendees
toured 16 geothermal and solar installations all within a
few miles of Selinsgrove. The sites included a laundromat, large farm, small farm, church and several homes.
Owners at 4 sites were available to discuss their projects.
Everyone was pleased with their units & energy savings.
You can view Mr. Jansson’s slides on the Rivertown website under the Symposium heading. See a brief list of
renewable energy suppliers and other resources on the
last page.

Having served as the President of the Rivertown Coalition has helped me learn volumes about the environment and our place in
it. With our group working together we have
shared this information to all who listened. We
are co-creators of our world and as such need
to be aware of how our decisions and choices
impact everything and everyone around us. It
has been a pleasure and honor to learn this
with such fine people as all those who care
about creation. Many thanks for walking together. Good wishes and blessings to Gloria
Fultz as the new President to continue this
journey. Carol

Breaking News
EPA Now Finds Fracking Contaminates Water
In a new December report, the EPA now concludes
that fracking does affect drinking water. They
“found evidence that fracking has contributed to
drinking water contamination in all stages: acquiring
water to be used for fracking, mixing the water with
chemical additives to make fracking fluids, injecting
the chemical fluids underground, collecting the
wastewater that flows out of fracking wells after injections, and storing the used wastewater.” With
the new pro-fracking forces taking over Washington, it will be critical for PA activists to keep up
pressure on DEP and local monitoring.
_________________________________________
Oil Spill Affects Loyalsock Creek
A sudden storm in central Pennsylvania in October
2016 dumped 7 inches of rain in a very short time
period, setting off flooding and mudslides that
caused an 8-inch Sunoco Logistics pipeline to
break. The break spilled 54,600 gallons of gasoline
into a tributary of the Loyalsock Creek. The creek
runs into the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, but due to the heavy amount of rain, no petroleum-related compounds were detected in the river
days later. Several water companies downriver did
close in-take valves.or advised customers to conserve their water use.
——————————————————————-Johns Hopkins Find Health Effects of Fracking
Using health data from Geisinger Medical System,
Johns Hopkins University has concluded that fracking operations do affect the health of nearby residents. They identified a higher incidence of asthma
and miscarriages in the Northern Tier counties
where fracking operations occur.

Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper
The Middle Susquehanna now has its own Riverkeeper - Carol Parenzan. In less than a year, Carol
has secured funding and launched programs to
monitor and protect portions of both the North and
West Branches of the Susquehanna, stretching
from Sunbury to Scranton to Clearfield. That’s a lot
of territory. She joins the Riverkeeper for the Lower
Susquehanna as watchdog for the River.

Researchers analyzed the records of over 35,000
Geisinger asthma patients between 2005 and 2012
and determined that those living close to multiple or
large natural gas wells were 1.5 to four times more
likely to experience asthma attacks.

www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/,
Facebook, or email: midsusriver@gmail.com . It is great
to have someone with Carol’s background focusing
on the River.
——————————————————————–
College Connections
In RTC’s work on clean air and water issues we
have formed partnerships with our local universities
– Bucknell and Susquehanna. Kathy Straub, Earth
& Environ. Science Professor of Susquehanna University, spoke about climate change at the 2015
symposium. Peter Jansson, Engineering Professor
at Bucknell, gave details on renewable energy in
April 2016. Mark Heuer, Assoc. Professor of Management at Susquehanna, is on the RTC Board.

In addition, another study concluded that pregnant
women were 40 percent more likely to give birth
prematurely and 30 percent more likely to have a
high-risk pregnancy. In this study, they reviewed
records for almost 11,000 births from 2009 to 2013.

Johns Hopkins did not identify specific factors that
lead to the increased health risks, but did conclude
the asthma risk is higher after the wells go into production. Brian S. Schwartz, a medical doctor and
professor in the Dept. of Environmental Health Services in Baltimore, Maryland, was the senior researcher. The researchers recommend a more
cautious approach to fracking well development.

Carol hosted a successful and fun boat ride on the
Hiawatha Riverboat out of Williamsport to raise
funds in October. The views of both the setting sun
and rising full moon were spectacular.
Together with Trout Unlimited and other groups, the
Riverkeeper now has a volunteer program to monitor the gas pipelines as they traverse our region.
For more details and to volunteer, go to

Both Bucknell and Susquehanna have sustainability
plans, and have built or renovated buildings and
installed equipment to reduce their carbon footprints. Consider how you can work with students at
all levels.

Reviewing the Numbers
 Pennsylvania is responsible for 1% of the whole

world’s methane and CO2 emissions.

 Pennsylvania ranks 3rd, after California and TX

in CO2 emissions - 244 million metric tons.

 Pennsylvania ranks 28th out of 50 states in per

capita energy use. We use 505 MMBtu per
capita. NY ranks first with only 190 MMBtu.

 On the ACEEE State Energy Efficiency Score-

card, PA ranks 19th, down from 14th in 2006.
NY and VT rank the best in the Northeast.
Some Good News

 Renewable energy electricity production in the

US reached 967 million kilowatt/hrs (KwH) in the
1st 8 months of 2016, which exceeded all previous years. (not including biomass)

 In Pennsylvania, renewables produced almost

50 million KwH in 2014, not including biomass.

Air Quality in the Heartland
With the advent of the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper, Chesapeake Bay programs and other
stream monitoring efforts, we can see some progress on tracking water quality in the region.

Air quality issues are more difficult to assess. As
the Johns Hopkins and other studies reveal, there
is a definite health risk of living within a half mile of
a gas well or compressor. DEP has increased
monitoring efforts around natural gas operations,
but primarily for particulates.
In states with large numbers of natural gas operations, such as Texas or Colorado, high levels of
VOCs and NOx have led to hazardous ozone levels, especially in winter. In Pennsylvania, guidelines for how to monitor and reduce particulates,
methane and other air pollutants from gas pipelines, compressor stations, and power plants are
still under discussion.
The Sunbury Pipeline, which will connect gas wells

 Twice as much renewable energy capacity
(16.3 GW) was added in the US than natural gas
(8 GW) in 2016.

Sources
www.eia.gov/state/rankings/
aceee.org/state-policy/scorecard
www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=27672
www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=25172
——————————————————————New Threats to Wildlife
Quick action is needed to respond to a U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Commission hearing on a request from
the oil and gas companies for an “incidental take
permit” that would affect bats in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. A local contingent attended
the hearing in Williamsport on Dec. 16 th. No testimony was accepted at the meeting. You can submit written testimony until Dec. 27 th at:
www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2016/11/25/2016-28336/proposed-oiland-gas-coalition-multi-state-habitat-conservationplan-for-ohio-pennsylvania-and-west .
The Conservation Voters of PA is also encouraging
everyone to sign a petition to the PA Fish & Wildlife
Commission to protect streams in the Commonwealth . The Commission has an upcoming vote
that could affect 132 streams that are home to wild
trout. For details and the petition:
www.conservationpa.org/ .

in Lycoming County to the Hummel Station Power
Plant in Shamokin Dam, is near completion. The
Power Plant is 30% complete and to begin operation by the end of 2017. The electricity output will
be 3 times the old coal plant and now has DEP approval to operate 24 hours a day if needed.
Is it time for residents to ask how this plant will
affect air quality? Wouldn’t it be prudent to monitor
air quality (and water quality in the nearby Susquehanna) now to establish a baseline? Unlike some
of the other PA natural gas power plants, Hummel
Station sits in a developed area with nearby
schools, over 50,000 residents nearby and many
businesses.
Is it time to form a Clean Air Board for Northcentral
Pennsylvania, modeled on the Central PA Clean Air
Board, which is working to reduce pollution from
trucks in the Carlisle area – pollution that has made
Cumberland County the 24 th most polluted area in
the country?

Renewable Energy Contractors
Geothermal Contractors
*Water Furnace
Email: mark.utz@waterfurnace.com
www.waterfurnace.com/

Solar Contractors (continued)
Earth Energy Innovations
Email: info@earthenergyinnovations.com
www.earthenergyinnovations.com/

*S.J Eaton Plumbing & Heating
Email: masteaton@aol.com
www.sjeaton.com

Envinity
Email:jgrottini@envinity.com
www.envinity.com/renewable-energy-systems/

Comfort Specialists, Inc.
Email: glupini@comfortspecialists.net
http://yourcomfortspecialists.com/

Fitch Consulting
Email:fcfcfc@pa.metrocast.net
www.WeAreSolar.com

Eco-Air Mechanical Services
Email: info@ecoairms.com
http://ecoairms.com/

Heim Company
Email: mlebo@elheim.com
www.edwinlheim.com

Solar Contractors
*Lenape Solar
Email: tengelke@lenapesolar.com
http://lenapesolar.com/
*Sun Directed
Email: sel@sundirected.com
www.sundirected.com/

*Indicates speaker or display at the symposium.

Upcoming Events
April 2017…Caring for Communities Earth
Month Celebration, Lewisburg, Educational
and fun activities all month.
Organizer: Linn Conservancy.
June 3, 2017...Protect, Preserve and Play!,
Lewisburg, Showcase of local environmental efforts. Organizer: CommUnityZone. RTC will be
coordinating Renewable Energy activities for this.
RIVERTOWN COALITION FOR
CLEAN AIR AND CLEAN WATER
P.O. BOX 205
SELINSGROVE, PA 17870

K.C. Larson Inc.
Email: jsherman@kclarson.com
www.kclarson.com
Solair Energy Services
Email: info@solairenergy.com,
www.solairenergy.com/
For additional contractors and resources,
check the Rivertown Coalition website. RTC does
not endorse or recommend these companies.

Connect with the Rivertown Coalition
Website: www.rivertowncoalition.org
Email:rivertowncoalition@embarqmail.com
Like us & check news on Facebook
Note: The other Rivertown email still works, but
goes to Carol who has to forward it for now.

