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who do not frequent backyard bird feeders, but
need the quiet of the forest. They will not
thrive with the 24 hour noise of compressors
and the rumble and dirt of the truck traffic
tearing through the forest. 17% of the world's
population of one species is found in this area
of Pennsylvania. Rock Run was repeatedly
referred to as a "special place", "a gem", "a
treasure".
Why should we sacrifice this precious place
for the short term profits of Anadarko? Once
this area is destroyed, all the king's horses and
all the king's men will not be able to put it back
together again. Natural gas was originally
touted as a "bridge fuel". Even though other
countries can press forward with clean
renewable energy, the US is impotent in
abandoning 19th century fuels. This "bridge
fuel" is a bridge - a bridge to environmental
and climate disaster.
In the pro-drilling periodical Shale Play, a
high school student on a field trip to a drilling
event describes the "excitement" of donning a
haz-mat suit. Apparently, lost on his young
mind was the irony that the suit was protecting
him from extremely dangerous substances, but
not the soil, air, water, and every living thing
around him. How sick is a society that allows
an industry to promote destruction and cleanup over wise choices of non polluting
renewable energy to impressionable
teenagers?
It was one year ago that Rivertown officers
Carol Parowski and Lana Gulden attended the
opening of Pennsylvania's largest solar farm in
Lancaster County. The only haz mat protection
issued was what is commonly known as a
baseball cap.
For more information on efforts to save the
Loyalsock: http:///www.saveloyalsock.org

LOYALSOCK TREE CUTTING
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN THIS
NOVEMBER
For more information on efforts to save the
Loyalsock at www.saveloyalsock.org

On August 22, 12,000 signatures were
delivered to the office of Governor Corbett
asking for public hearings for input on the fate
of a section of the Loyalsock State Forest.
Among the organizations who collected and
delivered the petitions were representatives of
RDA, Sierra Club, Audubon, Penn Future, Penn
Environment, and Rivertown Coalition.
Speaking at the Capitol for petition delivery
event, members noted not only the aesthetic
value, but also the environmental value of this
area. Comments ranged from questions about
why DCNR has no record of the comments
from the Jun 3, Lycoming College meeting
(500 +/- people attended and all who spoke
opposed drilling in the area), to the impact on
endangered and threatened species. The
spokesperson from Audubon listed
the susceptible bird species. These are birds
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Special Invitation
The Sigmund Weis School of Business
at Susquehanna University extends a special
invitation to all members of the Rivertown
Coalition to hear Deborah Rogers, a renowned
energy economist who specializes in natural gas
hydraulic fracturing, speak at Susquehanna
University on November 14th.
The event is part of the Weis Partners semiannual
meeting at SWSB and will be held in the Fisher
Science Building’s Faylor Auditorium at 7:30 pm.
Admission is free with parking convenient to Fisher
Science Building behind Weber Chapel.
Ms. Rogers is the founder of the Energy Policy
Forum (www.energypolicyforum.org) and is a
member of working groups at the U.S. Energy
Information Administration and U.S. Extracting
Industries Transparency Initiative. She has also
consulted for several Wall Street investment firms.
The Energy Policy Forum addresses key issues,
such as: “America has come to a crossroads with
regard to energy. Should we rely heavily on natural
gas? Or should we use natural gas as a bridge fuel
to alternative forms of power such as wind, nuclear
and solar. These questions have serious long-term
implications for every consumer of energy in the
U.S.”

Email contact rivertowncoaliton@gmail.com Vol.2- Iss4
DOE’s decision. “We’re increasingly concerned
with the process and data DOE is using to justify
more exports of American natural gas to our global
competitors,” AEA’s Jennifer Diggins wrote. “DOE
is making decisions that could have far-reaching
and potentially irreversible impacts on our economy
and American manufacturing based on 30-year-old
guidelines for natural gas imports not exports.” The
manufacturing industry has also been lobbying with
fervor against LNG exports. Companies like Dow
Chemical that use cheap natural gas to make
plastics claim the bargain-basement prices are
what’s putting manufacturing back in business and
keeping cost low for their customers. The Dove
Point facility still needs to be approved by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission before it
can come online.
A concerned citizen remarked that this would be a
disaster, as the US would now be obligated to
deliver LNG to foreign countries, which means that
every inch of the Marcellus shale would need to be
exploited to meet the overseas demand. S(He)
expressed concern that rural communities, state
parks, game lands agriculture areas, etc., would all
be sacrificed. T he shale regions on top of the
Marcellus, the Utica and the Upper Devonian are
going to be decimated. The regions that are off the
shale, like Philadelphia, Delaware, and New Jersey
are going to be transformed into a toxic polluted
industrial network of pipelines, compressor stations,
metering stations, dehydrating stations, and
refineries, because don’t think that they are not
going to go after the shale oil that is also in all of
the shale plays here.

Where’s the money?
LNG means problems!
The Department of Energy (DOE) has approved a
proposal to export Marcellus LNG from a
Dominion Energy facility in Cove Point, MD.
Environmentalists have criticized Dominion’s
proposal because it would mean continued drilling
in Pennsylvania. Also, America’s Energy
Advantage, a lobbying firm started by Dow CEO
Andrew Liveris, released a statement criticizing the

Chesapeake Energy Corp has agreed to pay $7.5
million to settle a class action suit with PA
landowners who said the natural gas producer was
deducting large fees from their royalty checks.
Reuters reported on August 28 that Chesapeake
started this year to take much heavier deductions
from royalty checks it sends to PA landowners to
help pay to gather, compress, market and transport
natural gas, in most cases cutting royalties in half.
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Do YOU think
Global Warming is Real?
In a Gallop poll of 1000+ Americans in 2013 when
asked if they thought scientists think that global
warming is occurring, 62% responded YES, 28%
are not sure, and 6% said NO. When the climate
scientists actually answer that question
97% say YES.
When a Gallop poll of 1000+ Americans in 2013
were asked “Is global warming due to human
activities or natural changes?” 57% cited human
activities and 39% cited natural causes. When
climate scientists answer that question 97% cite
human activities. The IPCC –Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change Fourth Assessment
Report concludes that the warming of the climate
system is unequivocal and most of the increase in
global average temperatures since the mid 20th
century is very likely (95%) due to the observed
increase in anthropogenic (man made) greenhouse
gas concentrations. http://www.ipcc.ch/
There are actually 10 indicators of a Warming
World. They are noted in this picture from NOAA.
Indeed all of the 10 indicators are telling the same
tale of global warming.

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/201007
28_stateoftheclimate.html
You may not have personally noticed any
special changes, but that does not mean they are not
occurring.
Very special thanks to Dr. Katherine H. Straub of
Susquehanna University for her community
presentation on this topic and for making time for
an interview.

The ocean is holding 93.4% of the heat. This is
like having a bathtub full of hot water in your
home that does not cool down. Just as the
bathtub water would change the nature of your
home, this global warming is changing the
nature of our environment.
The Greenhouse Effect 1) The Sun’s energy passes
through the Earth’s atmosphere relatively unchanged.
2) Earth give off heat energy back to space. 3) Some of
this energy is absorbed in Earth’s atmosphere: CO2,
H2O, Ch4 4) Some of this absorbed energy is reradiated
back to the surface. 5) The surface temperature warms.
The more CO2 (in the white atmosphere cloud in the
diagram), the more reradiation.. Since 1960 the amount
of CO2 has increased by 80 parts per million and put us
over any projection of increases of CO2. The impact is
only beginning to be felt. One effect is the increase in
the intensity of storms and droughts. Since 1960 the
CO2 has increased to 400 parts per million. In the
hundreds of thousands of years before that, the CO2
peaked at about 300 parts per million with most of the
time below 250 parts per million.
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There are Mountains of information on the environment every day. Below are A FEW of the interesting items
and the link to follow if you want more information.
DID YOU KNOW?
+Disinfection of Energy Wastewater Can Lead to Toxic Byproducts
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3682 Wastewater treatment plants that process waters from oil and
gas development were found to discharge elevated levels of toxic chemicals known as brominated disinfection
byproducts, according to a new study by the U.S. Geological Survey. Disinfection byproducts are created by chemical
reactions when water is disinfected. Of the hundreds of known, or suspected, disinfection byproducts possibly created by
disinfection processes, the brominated forms are among the most toxic.

+PA Climate Change Draft Report 2012.
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/780098-stateimpact-pa-climate-change-impact-assesment.html A
pair of legally-mandated reports outlining how climate change will affect Pennsylvania are currently a year overdue. The
state’s Climate Change Act required the publication of both reports in 2009, followed by an update every three years.
Both documents were due last year, but they’re still under review, and the state Department of Environmental Protection
won’t say when they will be released.

+Bees are dying in record numbers across the U.S.
This last winter alone, one-third of our honeybee colonies died or disappeared. This massive die-off of these vital
pollinators threatens to unravel agricultural production across the country. Yet the Environmental Protection Agency
recently sided with Dow AgroSciences to approve a new pesticide, called sulfoxaflor, that is highly toxic to bees.

+Clean Air Council is announcing a new auto-alert system for notifying relevant agencies about odors,
noises or visible emissions that residents suspect are coming from natural gas operations in their community. If
you witness the release of potentially hazardous material into the environment, please also use the National
Response Center's online form at: http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/pls/apex/f?p=201:2:0::NO:::
+The Plain Dealer, James F. McCarty August 28, 2013 CLEVELAND, Ohio.. An employee of a Youngstown
company that stored, treated and disposed of oil and gas drilling liquids admitted this morning to dumping tens
of thousands of gallons of fracking waste on at least 24 occasionS into a tributary of the Mahoning River
+DCNR fueled with gas revenue BY ROBERT SWIFT (HARRISBURG BUREAU CHIEF) Published: August
28, 2013HARRISBURG - Revenue from oil and gas wells is now the primary funding source for the agency
overseeing state parks and forests, according to a new legislative analysis …."With the 2013-14 budget, a much
greater share of personnel costs for DCNR's park rangers, foresters, lifeguards, civil engineers, geologists and
other professionals will be financed with drilling revenues in the years to come," the analysis said … Using the
Oil and Gas Fund revenue to support DCNR's operations means less is available to tackle an estimated $1
billion worth of maintenance needed for roads, bridges, dams and water systems in the state parks and forests,
said the Democratic committee analysis. Contact the writer: rswift@timesshamrock.com
+Water Watch Report. http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Pennsylvania_and_fracking There are 20 fully
documented sections if you want LOTS of information. +Between Jan 1, 2005 and March 2, 2012, the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection issued 10,232 drilling permits, and denied only 36
requests. + Between 2007 and the end of 2010, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) issued 1,435 violations to natural gas companies; 952 of those violations related to potential harm
to the environment. In March 2011, Michael Krancer, the new DEP secretary and a political appointee of
Corbett, took personal control over the department’s issuance of any violations. By Krancer’s decree, every
inspector could no longer cite any well owner in the Marcellus Shale development without first getting
the approval of Krancer and his executive deputy secretary.[4] Walter Brasch, "Fracking: Corruption a Part
of Pennsylvania’s Heritage," Truthout, March 23, 2012’
+DEP drilling records reveals water damage, murky testing methods. State environmental regulators
determined that oil and gas development damaged the water supplies for as least 161 Pennsylvania homes,
farms, churches and businesses between 2008 and the fall of 2012, according to a cache of nearly 1,000 letters
and enforcement orders written by DEP officalis and obtained by The Sunday Times. http://thetimestribune.com/news/sunday-times-review-of-dep-drilling-records-reveals-water-damage-murky-testing-methods1.149154
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NEW BOOK OUT

ENERGY REPORT REVIEW

Saturday, Sept. 21, Walter Brasch, investigative
journalist and author of Fracking Pennsylvania,
Flirting with Disaster, held a 2-hour book-signing
and discussion at Barnes and Noble, Bucknell
University Bookstore’s cafe in Lewisburg. Some
highlights: (1)plans to ship natural gas to India and
China, which are willing to pay four times what we
are paying. Within the next year, he said, gas prices
will go up in the U.S. (2) The gas industry is
creating a bigger problem in the economy; e.g.
Williamsport landlords discovered that they could
charge higher rent for housing because gas workers
had the money to pay. Long-term residents unable
to afford the rise in rent were forced out. Thus, the
homeless rate in Williamsport has gone up 15%.
Now gas workers are leaving the area because of
the cutback on drilling, resulting in empty housing.
(3) taking over agricultural land for drilling is a
really huge problem. (4) 10 kinds of sand are
shipped from Minnesota in open railroad cars for
use in the drilling process. This sand is taken off the
hopper cars without haz-mat suits, and breathing in
silica sand can cause silicosis. (5) He talked about
the gag order, telling his hearers to forget about
their first amendment rights. Conditions in patients,
that most likely are caused by living around drilling
areas are not allowed to be made public or to be
discussed. (6)There have been cases of radiation
poisoning. (7) New York’s moratorium against
fracking was discussed; most New Yorkers do not
want gas drilling. 58% of Pennsylvanians do not
want fracking. (8) While some people have become
richer, farmers stuck in the recession are not seeing
the money. PA is being deforested; workers are
exploited, being worked for 12-hour days for 2
straight weeks at this most industrial unsafe job in
the U.S.; much of the money is going back to Texas
and Oklahoma where most of the workers are from.
Brasch’s second book Collateral Damage is
scheduled to be out the end of September.

THE WEEK in its Sept. 6, 2013, edition published a
special energy report entitled “Are renewables
the future?” by Carolyn O’Hara. Subtitled,
America’s energy future: The search for alternatives
to oil and gas,” the article puts forth little hope that
the U.S. will move toward renewables, that the
“surge in oil and gas has been a boon to the
economy and poses a major obstacle for the
development of next-generation, clean-energy
sources.” It notes that “petroleum in its various
forms is still the cheapest, most abundant, most
convenient, and most transportable form of energy
available. With all the natural gas out there, with the
Canadian tar sands, there’s “enough oil and gas out
to last us right through to the end of the next
century.”
As far as renewables go, she mentions that the
realities of biofuels have been disappointing,
expensive and difficult to convert. While wind and
solar have made impressive strides, with the price
of solar panels falling, she declares, they “continue
to suffer from a major obstacle that hampers their
wide adoption: unreliability” (since the sun doesn’t
always shine and the wind doesn’t always blow)
and batteries are either too big or too expensive. She
goes on to talk about natural gas as a “bridge fuel”
but doesn’t expect to see a viable competitor to oil
and gas in our lifetimes. The rest of her article
indicates the best way to go is to make cars, home
appliances, buildings, etc. more energy efficient
(still using oil and gas, though).
I was hoping that this report with a field of
windmills and an array of solar panels on the front
would have something to say in favor of
renewables, but was disappointed. However, she
does end by saying that “the discovery of a gamechanging new energy source isn’t out of the range
of possibility.” Expect the unexpected. (fusion
maybe?)

10/22/2013
11/6
11/14
1/25/2014
2/ 21-22
2/5

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS –DON’T MISS!! 
7:30 pm “Clearing the Air” Sonia Dreidenveis, SU, Stretansky Concert Hall
12 noon Gary Sjoka “Feeding the World” SU Campus Center (lunch follows)
7 pm Deborah Rogers energy economist, SU, Fisher Science Building Faylor Auditorium
2 pm Movie “Elemental” Campus Theatre , Lewisburg
CELDEF Democracy School hosted at Susquehanna U.
12 noon Jim Charles Susquehanna U Campus Center Life Long Learning Institute

You can Help!
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Each Newsletter that is printed and mailed costs approximately $3. If you receive your
newsletter by regular mail, but have an email, it would help us if you sent us your email address.
Send your email address to rivertowncoalition@gmail.com. We will then switch you to our
email newsletter list. You can still read it with your coffee if you print it for yourself. 

If you would like to continue receiving the printed copy,
or to help us expand our educational outreach,
Please help by making a donation.
Send your check to
Rivertown Coalition,
PO Box 205
Selinsgrove, PA 17870
If you would like to have notifications of hearings and meetings on
environmental issues, send your name and request to
rivertowncoalition@gmail.com. We will put you on our email alert list.

The Rivertown Coalition for Clean Air and Clean Water is a member of
Shale Justice: A Coalition of Organizations United for the
Environment. One of the reasons for joining the coalition is to share
resources. You will find extensive environmental information consolidated
at this site http://shalejustice.org.

A BIG THANK YOU to Scott Tanner of Ink Spot Printing in
Selinsgrove for continued help and support of
The Rivertown Coalition.
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Federal Government: to find your district go to http:/www.govtrack.us/congress/members
Scranton, PA 18503
State Government: to find your state district go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator enter your address

US Senate

US Senate
US Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D)
http://casey.senate.gov
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Toll Free 866-802-2833
22 S. Third Street Suite 6A
Harrisburg, PA 17101
Toll Free: 717-231-5740
US Sen Patrick “Pat” Toomey (R)
http://toomey.senate.gov/
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-4254
United States Federal Building
228 Walnut Street Suite 1104
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 782-3951
US House of Representatives

9th District Rep. William “Bill”
Schuster (R)
http://schuster.house.gov/
204 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-2431
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite B
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717-264-8308
th

10 District Rep. Thomas Marino
(R)
http://marino.house.gov
410 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-3731
106 Arch St.
Sunbury, PA 17801
570-988-7801
11th District Rep. Lou Barletta (R)
http://barletta.house.gov/
510 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Toll free: 855-241-5144
1112 Highway 315 Boulevard
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
(570) 235-1420
17th District Rep. Matt Cartwright (D)

http://cartwright.house.gov/
1419 Longworth House Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-5546
226 Wyoming Ave

(570) 341-1050

State Government
PA Senate 27th District
John R. Gordner (R)
http://senatorgordner.com
351 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-787-8928
603 W. Main Street
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
570-784-3464
PA Senate 23rd District
Gene Yaw (R)
http://senatorgeneyaw.com
457 Main Capital Building
Senate PO Box 203023
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3023
717-787-3280
330 Pine Street Suite 204
Williamsport, PA17701
570-322-6457
1800-443-5772
PA House 82nd District
Juniata County, Mifflin County (part),
Snyder County(part)
C. Adam Harris (R)
http://repadamharris.com
51B East Wing
PO Box 202082
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2082
717-783-7830
Beaver Springs Senior Citizen Center
5 Elm Street
Beaver Springs, PA 17812
570-658-7395
PA House 108th District
Northumberland County (part),
Snyder County (part)
Lynda Schlegel Culver (R)
http://www.lyndaculver.com
412 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202108
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2108
Seat 179
(717) 787-3485
106 Arch Street
Sunbury, PA 17801
(570) 286-5885

PA House 83rd District
Lycoming County (part)
(Williamsport, Armstrong, Hepburn,
Loyalsock, Lycoming, Old Lycoming,
Susquehanna, Duboistown and South
Williamsport)
Rick Mirabito (D)
http://www.pahouse.com/mirabito/con
tact/asp
115A East Wing
PO Box 202083
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2083
717-772-1314
800 West 4th Street #02
Williamsport PA 17751
570-321-1270
PA House 84th District
Lycoming County (part)
Garth Everett (R)
http://www.repeverett.com/contact/aspx
430 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202084
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2080
717-787-5271
Penn Hills Plaza, Halls Station
21 Kristi Road Suite 1
Muncy, PA 17736
570-546-2084
PA House 85th District
Snyder County(part), Union County
Fred Keller (R)
http://www.repfredkeller.com
428 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202085
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2085
Seat 84
(717) 787-3443
343 Chestnut Street, Suite 1
PO Box 163
Mifflinburg, PA 17844
(570) 966-0052
PA House 46th District
(Parts)Washington, Beaver, Allegheny
Jesse White (D)
http://www.jwhite@pahouse.net
112 Irvis Office Building
PA Box 202046
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2046
(717) 783-6437
3555 Millers Run Road
PO Box 285
Cecil, PA 15321
(724) 746-8677

