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What do you know about Renewable Energy?
Discover the potentials of Solar and Geothermal Energy for our
current and future needs at our 5 th An n ual Spri ng Pro gram

New Day Dawning featuring
Peter Jansson
Mark Utz
To ny Engelke

Peter Jansson is a professor in the Engineering Department of
Bucknell University, whose passion is Photovoltaics and who will give
us an overview of renewable energy today.

Mark Utz is area representative for Water Furnace International
and will explain what is happening in the geothermal industry.

While fossil fuels diminish
Renewables are rising
Follow up to the Sympo sium
1 week later

To ny Engelke is the Sr. Sales Consultant for Lenape Solar and
will describe the solar industry in our area.
During registration and the beginning of the program
and again following the Speakers be sure to

Come to the Fair

April 30, 2016 10 am to 2 pm

Th ere wi ll be re pre se ntati ve s at tables
•
•
•

to a nswer individua l questions about solar and geothermal
to v isit art ists who use renewable products in their creations
to get upda tes from envi ronmen tal a ctivists representing
~Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF)
~Shalefield Organizing Committee
~Columbia County Against the Pipeline
~ InterFaith Power and Light

This will also be the time to b id at the
Silent Auction
Join us April 23 rd fro m 8 :30

a m ~12:30 p m

At St. Paul’s UCC, 400 N. Market Street,
Selinsgrove

Contact us at: rivertowncoalition@gmail.com

Visit at: rivertowncoalition.org

Many homes, businesses and farms in our
area are already using renewable energy.
We have arranged a tour to visit some of
them. There will be a bus that departs at
11 am from St. Pius X parking lot at
112 Fairview Avenue, Selinsgrove, or you
can follow the trail on your own.
Register to receive the addresses for the tour.
Details will be posted in April on our website
http://www.rivertowncoalition.org
Or contact
RivertownCoalition @gmail.com
Like us at: Facebook.com/RivertownCoalition

Rivertown Coalition for Clean Air and Clean Water

Volume 5 Issue 2

Eminent Domain and Interstate Business

Youth vs Government

The Clean Air Council, and Margaret DeMareleire and
Michael Bonstein took Sunoco Pipeline to court. The
discussion was about e min e nt d o main an d the
in te rstate bu sin e ss status of Sunoco while
building the Mariner 2 Pipeline. In February 2016 an
order was issued to keep Sunoco employees off their
land in Media, Pennsylvania. This demonstrates the
process some persons are taking to fight the
pipelines. www.cleanair.org

In Eugene Oregon a judge will decide on whether or not
to dismiss a landmark lawsuit brought by a group of 21
youths, along with noted climate scientist James
Hansen, who charge that the federal government and
fossil fuel industry have violated their constitutional
rights. And it may be, according to author and climate
activist Naomi Klein, “the most important case on the
planet right now.”

Pennsylvania Constitution Article 1-27
Another legal battle is taking place
in
the
Supreme
Court
of
th
Pennsylvania on March 9 when the
Pennsylvania
Environmental
Defense Foundation is there to
support Arti cle 1 -2 7 of th e
Pe n ns yl van ia
Co nsti tuti on
granting citizens of Pennsylvania
“clean air, pure water, and the
preservation of natural, scenic,
historic and esthetic values of the
environment.”
Attorney John E.
Childe is asking the Supreme Court
to declare Article1-27 an active
public trust to protect our State
Forests and Parks; he is requesting
the return of the lease money that
the General Assembly has taken
from the Oil and Gas Lease Fund;
and he is asking the Court to declare
that the people, not the government
own the public natural resources, and that the
Commonwealth has the fiduciary obligation to act as
trustee of those resources solely for the people’s
benefit. http://www.pedf.org

The suit (pdf) charges that the defendants—including
President Barack Obama and federal agencies
including the Department of
Energy,
Department
of
Defense, and Environment
Protection
agency—by
continuing
"to
permit,
authorize, and subsidize fossil
fuel extraction, development,
consumption and exportation,"
thereby fueling a massive rise
in atmospheric CO2, "have
acted
with
deliberate
indifference to the peril they
knowingly created."

See
you in
court!

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Th e De lawa re Ri ve rkee pe r is su in g FERC in a
lawsuit accusing the agency of corruption and routine
bias toward the natural gas industry’s applications to
build pipelines. It seeks a court declaration that
FERC’s pipeline-approval method is biased, that its
funding structure is unconstitutional, and that it has
unconstitutional powers to assert eminent domain
over private land owners.
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/03/03/delawar
e-riverkeeper-sues-ferc-alleging-bias-and-corruption-in-pipelinecases/
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"As a result, Defendants have
infringed
on
Plaintiffs'
fundamental
constitutional
rights to life, liberty, and
property. Defendants' acts also
discriminate against these
young citizens, who will
disproportionately experience
the destabilized climate system in our country."
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2016/03/09/all-eyesoregon-courtroom-where-its-small-children-vs-big-oil

Groundwater Pollution
Families from Dimock are awarded $4.2 million from
Cabot Oil & Gas Co. A federal jury ruled Thursday that
Cabot Oil & Gas Co must pay two Pennsylvania families
more than $4.2 million in damages for groundwater
pollution from the company's fracking operations. The
families were featured in the Emmy-winning 2010 antifracking documentary Gasland. The couples — Scott Ely
and Monica Marta-Ely, and Ray and Victoria Hubert —
fought Cabot for years. "If they had just done the right
thing, it would have been so much easier for them,"
Ely said. http://www.desmogblog.com/2016/03/10

Visit at: rivertowncoalition.org

Like us at: Facebook.com/RivertownCoalition
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Technology is a two-edged sword
We must always balance all of the factors involved to keep
things sustainable for our planet. For example, wind farms
are expanding as more companies rely on them for their
electricity. Companies are investing in renewable energy
because it makes good business sense: renewable energy
helps reduce long-term operating costs, diversify energy
supply and hedge against market volatility in traditional fuel
markets. It also enables companies to achieve greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions reduction goals and demonstrate
leadership on broader corporate sustainability and climate
commitments. These companies are the current leaders.
A current pr oject t ha t seem s to be a win-win
situation is using capped landfills for solar farms. Capped
landfills,
often
called
brownfields,
are
largely
undevelopable land and are being converted to solar
farms. This unused and often unusable land can generate
revenue or save a town’s energy costs through solar farms.
This is a win-win because landfills or even contaminated
land may not be suitable for commercial or residential
development. Putting solar on landfill sites is often
cheaper, less impactful and raises less community
concerns.

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/03/160307-topcompanies-buying-wind-and-solar-energy/

However, each time we expand on the ground we affect
something in the environment. As Norway is expanding it’s
wind farms, those who herd reindeer are beginning to be
affected and the indigenous nature based life style of the
Sami people is being impacted.
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/03/160301-arctic-saminorway-reindeer/

One success story is in the Town of Ludlow in Hampden
County, MA. The Town signed a 20-year Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) with Borrego Solar to lease 17 acres of
the town’s closed landfill. Ludlow now purchases the
energy produced from the solar panels at a rate of 5 cents
per kilowatt-hour—compared to 9 cents per kilowatt-hour
charged by the local utility. The 2.6 MW system is saving
the town approximately $140,000 a year on energy bills,
created local construction jobs on land that had been
previously written off as undevelopable, and is estimated
to offset 4.3 million pounds of CO2 each year.

http://cleantechnica.com/2014/10/09/solarlandfills-one-persons-trash-anothers-treasure/

Each area where technology expands
needs to balance the local
environmental impact of decisions.
Contact us at: rivertowncoalition@gmail.com

Visit at: rivertowncoalition.org

Like us at Facebook.com/RivertownCoalition
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Memories from the river
When I was 13
years old I had
friends who were
twins. Their aunt
and uncle had a
summer cottage on
Hoover’s Island on
the Susquehanna
River. They invited
me to go with them
on a Sunday
afternoon to visit
their aunt and uncle. “Bring your bathing suit” they said. I
remember being so excited. An island on the river, what
could be more fun? Their father drove us to a spot where
their uncle met us with a small boat and took us to the
island. We ate lunch, put our bathing suits on and jumped
in the river. What fun indeed! It was an adventure exploring
the island and swimming. As all good things must come to
an end so did this. I think that the State bought the Island
and the cottages are gone. Today as I travel Routes 11/15
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I see the sign for Hoover’s Island which brings back such
great memories and at the same time makes me sad
because today a 13 year old has to miss the adventure and
the memories.
Thirty years have past and I find myself on the Susquehanna
River in a small fishing boat with my husband and a friend. I
have a small tackle box, an Ugly Stick Fishing rod and a good
book. The “boys” have multiple fishing rods and tackle
boxes. We talk and watch the sunrise (how beautiful) until the
time comes when it is officially time to fish. I feel a jerk on my
line and reel in a Walleye. We measure him, a proud 18 and
1/2”. We throw him back into the river because the
chemicals that have been deposited in the river have made it
unsafe to eat any fish.
Two years later we take our 5 year old nephew out on the
Susquehanna fishing to give him good memories. Again we
catch and release because it is not safe to eat the fish.
How sad is it that good memories which could have become
great memories are polluted by chemicals and who knows
what else. Progress takes its toll on our God given nature and
makes him sad. ~Nadine Lawt on of Northumberland

Did you Know! A la ndfill in Chester County is captur ing the gas generated by the landfill to m ak e electricit y
and rest of the gas is pumped to customers. & The Energy Co-op which supplies renewable energy products to customers is
offering cash payments called “Renewable Natural Gas Credits” to any operator who captures gas that is naturally generated
by landfills. https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/03/08/chester-county-landfill-gas-used-as-alternative-to-fracking/#more38658

! B usiness com pa nies respond to shareholders and move forward to cut gree nhouse gas emissions and build a
strong sustainability mindset. Boosting efficiency and installing solar panels don’t always reach their self imposed targets so
they expand from on-site projects to do large clean energy projects like wind farms and learning the long-term nature of
power purchases from renewable energy resources. http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/03/160307-top-companiesbuying-wind-and-solar-energy/

! C ar power ed windmills are being launched in Scotland. A hybrid turbine captures and converts wind from passing
traffic into electricity and also absorbs carbon particles. The electricity is used to power street lamps. .
http://www.shell.us/energy-and-innovation/make-the-future/inspiring-bright-minds/car-powered-windmills.html

GIANT THANK YOU

to Scott of Inkspot Printing in Selinsgrove for continuing support!

R IVE RTO WN C OAL ITI ON

F OR CL EA N AIR AND CL EAN WATER

P.O. BOX 205
SELINSGROVE, PA 17870
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